
Story Number 41

MOSES IN MIDIAN

Moses had to escape from Pharaoh, and from Egypt. What we call

today the Sinai Peninsula was under Egyptian control and therefore also

unsafe. We are told nothing about his wanderings, except that one day he

landed up in Midian, weeks, months or perhaps years later. Midian lies in

north-west Saudi Arabia, to the east of the Gulf of Akaba.

One day in Midian he happened to

be sitting by a well. Picture him, a

poor man, all alone, with no family,

no friends, nothing. Suddenly along

came a number of girl shepherds who

brought their sheep to drink by the

well. But immediately along came

some men shepherds, who drove the

girls away so that their sheep would

drink first, and the girls would have to

wait a long time. Moses was furious,

he drove the men away and even

helped the girls to draw water for their sheep. They then went home and

left him at the well.

The girls were the seven daughters of a Midianite priest named Jethro

(also known as Reuel). Jethro asked the girls why they had come home so

early that day. They explained that ‘an Egyptian’ (Moses was dressed like

one) had rescued them at the well and even helped them to draw the

water. Jethro was surprised at them. ‘If he helped you, why did you leave

him there? Go and invite him home to a meal!’
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They went and fetched him, and Moses and Jethro got on very well

together. Moses was invited to stay, which he accepted, and in return he

worked for Jethro as a shepherd. Jethro then gave Moses his daughter

Zipporah as a wife, who gave him two sons, that he called Gershom and

Eliezer. All went quiet and peaceful.

We may note the differences between the last part of the story and that

of Jacob and Laban, in very similar circumstances. Laban was a wicked

man and a twister, out for what he could get, whereas Jethro was a good,

honest, kind-hearted man, and as we will see later, he and his son-in-law

Moses got on extremely well together.

Meanwhile, back in Egypt, the Israelites were suffering terribly under

Egyptian persecution. Pharaoh died, and the Egyptians were very busy

with all the rituals and paraphernalia of seventy days’ national mourning,

so they were a little lax in supervising the slaves, so the slaves had a bit

of a break. But then the new Pharaoh who took over was worse than the

first one. We saw how the first one at least started the persecution because

he was afraid, but this one simply enjoyed being wicked, and persecuted

the Israelites just for the sake of doing it. Humiliation and cruel hard

labour non-stop. During the ‘break’ when things eased up a bit before they

got worse, the Israelites sighed and cried out to God, who heard their

prayers, remembered his promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and

decided that the time had come to do something about the situation.

One day .... well that is our next story.
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