
Story Number 35

FROM THE PIT TO THE PEAK

Two years after Pharaoh’s birthday party, when he gave the butler his

job back and hanged the baker, he had a dream which troubled him.

He, Pharaoh, was standing by the Nile when up out of the water came

seven fat cows, beautiful specimens, which started to feed in the meadow.

Then seven thin ugly cows, thinner and uglier than he had ever seen in the

whole of Egypt, came up out of the water, stood next to them, and ate

them up! The funny thing was that after swallowing the fat cows, the thin

ones were just as thin as before! Then Pharaoh woke up.

He fell asleep again and once more had a dream. This time seven fat

and healthy ears of corn were growing out of one stalk. Then seven other

ears, thin and empty and blasted by the wind, came and swallowed the

first seven. Again he woke up.

Pharaoh was very troubled. The dreams obviously meant something,

they were trying to tell him something, but what? He had scientists, 1

who were supposed to understand everything, and he asked every one of

them that he could find, but none of them could explain them to him. 2

Seeing that Pharaoh was troubled, the butler suddenly remembered

something and his conscience pricked him. He remembered Joseph, and

he spoke to Pharaoh.

‘One day, you were angry with me and put me and the baker in prison.

1. Hebrew ¼1¼- H® O,U< K+, which does NOT mean magicians. All scientific knowledge,
mixed with superstition, was kept secret by the initiated and unlike today was not
taught to everybody.

2. Or, more likely, they did explain them but their explanations were not
satisfactory. Somehow Pharaoh felt that their explanations did not fit.

1



We each had a dream, and there was a young Hebrew lad there, a slave

of the Chief Executioner, who explained the dreams. Shortly after, you

gave me back my job and hanged the baker, exactly as he had foretold.’

Pharaoh immediately sent for Joseph. They took him out of the pit (the

prison), he had a shave and changed his clothes so as to look presentable

before Pharaoh, and was brought to the palace.

‘I understand that you can interpret dreams’ Pharaoh said to him.

‘Not me,’ said Joseph, ‘but God is able to give you peace of mind.’

Pharaoh told Joseph his dreams, and that none of his scientists could

explain them.

‘The two dreams are one and the same’ said Joseph. ‘God is telling

Pharaoh what he is going to do. The seven fat cows and the seven fat ears

of corn are seven years 3, seven years of plenty. And the seven thin

cows and seven thin ears of corn are seven years of famine that will

follow. The years of plenty will be so full that there will be a tremendous

surplus of food, but the seven years of famine will be so bad that the

years of plenty will be forgotten. And the dream is repeated because God

is going to start very soon.

‘I will strongly recommend to Pharaoh to appoint someone capable to

organise collections of surplus food during the years of plenty and put it

all in store for when the famine comes.’

This impressed Pharaoh very much. It fitted the dreams and both he

and his officials agreed that the advice was very sound.

3. One of the Egyptian idols, Hathor, was worshipped as a cow, and there were
seven districts each with its own Hathor cow. According to A. S. Yahuda, pictures
have been found by archaeologists of seven cows representing the seven Hathors
feeding in a meadow, and the scientists would have tried to explain the dream as
connected in some way with that idol. Yet their explanations did not fit; they
could not explain the fat and lean cows, or the ears of corn. Joseph said that the
seven cows had nothing whatever to do with all that nonsense, but represented
seven years, and Pharaoh found this more satisfactory.
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Pharaoh then made enquiries about this brilliant young man 4 and

learned that he had been highly efficient in organising Potiphar’s

household and again in organising the prison. He said to his officials ‘Can

we find any other man as efficient and capable as this?’

He turned to Joseph and said ‘After God has told you all this, you are

the man.’ He then appointed Joseph as grand vizier, in effect the ruler of

all Egypt, with Pharaoh above him only in name. He was given all the

highest honours, but he had a lot of work to do.

In the seven years of plenty, Joseph travelled all round the country and

organised the collection and storing of all surplus food, putting a store in

each town for the surplus produce from the surrounding area. There was

so much that soon they were unable to count how much there was.

To give him status as an aristocrat, Pharaoh gave him Asenath,

daughter of the High Priest of On 5, as a wife, and she gave him two

sons, Menasseh and Ephraim, both born before the famine came.

Then came the famine. The people cried to Pharaoh for bread, and he

sent them to Joseph, who opened the stores and sold them food. The

famine extended to other countries nearby 6, and when they heard that

there was food to be bought in Egypt they all came to Joseph to buy. The

famine extended even to Canaan, which takes us to the next story.

4. It doesn’t say so in the story, but it must have been. He would not have
appointed Joseph to such a position merely because he had explained a dream.

5. A city famous later in history by the Greek name Heliopolis.

6. This was very unusual. Generally a famine in Canaan is caused by lack of
rain, and there is food in Egypt (as happened twice in the time of Abraham and
once in the time of Isaac, although Isaac was told not to go to Egypt). A famine
in Egypt is caused by the Nile not overflowing, due to lack of rain in central
Africa near the sources of the Nile. Here it seems that for seven years there was
no rain over an extremely large area, stretching from Canaan (and perhaps further
north) to the heart of Africa, at least to Abyssinia (Ethiopia).
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