
Story Number 33

THE POTIPHARS

[Chapter not suitable for younger children]

The Ishmaelites took Joseph down to Egypt and sold him as a slave. He

was bought by Pharaoh’s Chief Executioner, an Egyptian named Potiphar.

Joseph was given various jobs to do, and he showed a great talent for

efficiency. Everything he did, he did well, and God blessed him and

helped him to succeed. Potiphar appreciated Joseph as a first class servant

and put him in charge of all the household, that is to say he was boss of

all the slaves. Nobody likes the boss, because he makes you work and

causes trouble if you don’t, so the other slaves were not too fond of him.

Joseph was a very good looking young man, and Potiphar’s wife took

a fancy to him, and tried very hard to seduce him. But Joseph refused,

because for one thing it was a sin against God to sleep with another man’s

wife. For another, he was loyal to his master and did not want to do him

a dirty trick behind his back. Potiphar had put him in a position of trust,

left him to manage everything, and to take advantage of this and take

Potiphar’s wife would be wicked in every way.

But Mrs. Potiphar persevered. One day when he happened to be in the

house and there was nobody else about she seized hold of his coat and

said ‘Sleep with me!’ She would not let go, so he let himself out of the

coat and ran away outside, escaping but leaving her holding the coat.

There is an old English proverb ‘Hell has no fury like a woman

scorned.’ She was determined to have her revenge, and quickly saw the

way. She called all the other slaves and servants together and made a little

speech. ‘The Hebrew slave that my husband brought came in and tried to
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rape me. He took off his coat, and I screamed as loud as I could, but

nobody was near and nobody heard. However, he was frightened and ran

out, leaving his coat here – here it is!’

They did not have to believe her, nor did she expect them to or need

them to. It was a hint. This was the story she was going to tell and she

expected them to back her up, or at least not to spoil it. (Nobody was to

say ‘I was near and did not hear her scream’.) None of them liked Joseph

because he made them work and made them do things properly, so they

were quite happy to support her against him. It was also a rehearsal for

what she was going to tell her husband when he came home.

Indeed, when Potiphar came home in the evening, she told him the

same story. He was very angry, and threw Joseph into prison. Part of his

job as Chief Executioner was to be responsible for the ‘royal’ prison

where all the king’s prisoners were kept, and that is where he put Joseph.

Perhaps Joseph tried to tell him the truth, but a man could not be expected

to take a slave’s word against that of his wife.

So till the next story we leave Joseph in prison.
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