
Story Number 16

AMMON AND MOAB

[Chapter not suitable for younger children]

Lot had fled up into the hills, and lived in a cave with his two

daughters, all he had left.

His daughters had grown up in Sodom, a place where visitors were not

welcome. Their world had been Sodom, with perhaps a view of the

neighbouring towns such as Gomorra, when suddenly everything had been

overthrown, everyone was dead except themselves. (True there had been

people in Zoar, which was not destroyed, but they had left there with a

feeling that it was about to follow.) Three human beings, in their view,

remained on the Earth, their father and themselves, and they felt the need

to have children and repopulate the world.

In fact it was the elder daughter who thought all this out, developed a

plan, told her younger sister what to do, and received full co-operation.

They would be the mothers, but who could be the father? There remained

only their own father, Lot. However, Lot would not agree to sexual

relations with his own daughters, so he had to be persuaded to do it

without realising quite what he was doing.

Her plan was to give their father a lot of wine to drink in the evening,

get him totally drunk, and then when he was asleep lie down next to him.

On waking up in the middle of the night in an alcoholic haze, Lot would

find her there, without knowing who she was, it was dark in the cave.

With perhaps a little encouragement he would do the rest, and go to sleep

again. She would then get up, and would not be next to him when he

finally woke.
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When a woman uses a little cunning in such matters, she has to know

the man, how he normally behaves, and how he personally – not just any

man – is likely to react. (We find something similar later on with Tamar.)

Otherwise the plan may well fail.

The plan was implemented and worked, and at the older girl’s

suggestion it was repeated the next night with her sister taking her place.

Lot had described his daughters as virgins, but the older one at least

seemed to know exactly what to do and how to do it, suggesting that she

was not lacking in experience. Sodom was a town totally corrupt morally,

and father probably did not know what his daughter had been up to.

[Where did they get the wine from? Possibly they picked grapes from

vines growing nearby and made the wine, but more likely they found wine

that had been hidden in the caves for storage, giving it a chance to mature.

The owners were obviosly dead, killed in the overthrow.]

What made the girl expect the plan to work? Lot, though not a wicked

man, was no saint. He was saved from the catastrophe, we are told, not on

his own merits but through the merits of his uncle Abraham, whose

influence had prevented him from totally absorbing the corruption of

Sodom. Lot was no saint, the girl knew her father, and we must make

certain assumptions. Doubtless Lot had been in the habit of visiting the

night-clubs of the town, or their equivalent, getting drunk, and picking up

a woman for the night. Here, waking up in the cave in the middle of the

night in a drunken haze, he would not have been surprised to find a

strange woman lying naked next to him. It was dark in the cave, his mind

was not too clear, and he behaved as he usually did, then fell asleep again.

We are told that he was unaware in each case of his daughter’s coming to

lie down next to him or of her getting up again afterwards. Waking up in

the morning with a heavy hangover, he would have some recollection of

what had happened, but as there was nobody there except his daughters,

he would attribute it all to a dream.

Each girl became pregnant and gave birth to a boy. The elder called her

son ‘Moab’ which means ‘from father’. The younger had already given
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birth, and more modestly called her son ‘Ben-ammi’ (which means ‘son

of my people’), later shortened to ‘Ammon’ – he was the elder of Lot’s

sons, so that we always find them referred to as ‘Ammon and Moab’, not

the other way round.

Later, when they grew up, each son became the father of a nation. They

stayed east of the Jordan, and conquered territories further inland. The

countries they took and lived in were ‘out of bounds’ to the Israelites.

They were God’s gift to Lot (just as Canaan was to Abraham) as a reward

for his showing faith in going with his uncle and not staying behind in

Harran with his grandfather Terah and his idols.

We hear nothing further either of Lot himself or of his sons (let alone

his daughers), but their descendants, the peoples of Ammon and Moab, do

figure largely, though not always pleasantly, in our later history.
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