
Story Number 15

LOT AND SODOM

[Chapter not suitable for younger children]

On leaving his uncle, Lot pitched his tent near Sodom. We have already

heard how he and his family were taken captives by Chedorlaomer’s army,

and were rescued by his uncle Abram. It seems that at some later date he

went to actually live in a house in the town itself.

The two men that we left in our last story going to Sodom reached

there in the evening. Lot who was sitting in the ‘gateway’ saw them, got

up and invited them home to wash their feet and spend the night, getting

up in the morning to continue their journey.

The ‘gateway’ (Hebrew sha’ar) was in those days a large open-air

space at the entrance to the town, just inside or just outside the wall,

which acted as what we today call a ‘centre’, though it was not in the

middle of the town but at the edge. Here is where everything happened:

here all business was done, here all social meetings took place, and here

the judges sat. It does not necessarily follow that Lot was a judge, but this

is suggested by a remark later on, although that remark may be interpreted

otherwise. If it was evening and the day’s work was done, people might

sit in the ‘gateway’, and that is where anyone coming from outside,

residents or visitors, would enter the town.

The men refused Lot’s offer, saying that they preferred to sleep in the

main square. (This sort of thing was done in those days in that climate.

The Jordan valley, way below sea level, is very hot.) Lot persisted

however and eventually they accepted his invitation. He provided them

with drink, baked food specially, and they ate.
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Abraham’s influence had not been totally lost on Lot. He had learnt the

importance of hospitality and his behaviour compared not unfavourably

with that of his uncle – but it contrasted infinitely with that of the

inhabitants of Sodom, as we will see. This was the ‘investigation’ that

God had intended when he said ‘I will go down [to Sodom] and see’.

Before the two men had a chance to retire for the night, the entire male

population of the town – men young and old – surrounded the house and

called out to Lot to bring out the men who had come to his house that

night so that they might rape them!

Lot went outside to meet them in his yard and closed the door behind

him. ‘Brothers’ he said, ‘don’t be wicked. I have two virgin daughters that

I will bring out, and do what you want to them, but not to these men who

are my guests.’

‘Get out of the way’ they replied. ‘A foreigner came here to stay, he

has made himself a judge, and now we will treat him worse than them!’

They tried to break the door, but the two men reached out and pulled him

inside, closed the door, and attacked the men outside in the yard with

something that causes blindness 1 so that they wearied themselves trying

to find the way out. 2

The two men then asked Lot to collect all his family and leave the

town because God had sent them to destroy it. When he told this to his

sons-in-law they laughed at him. At daybreak the men pushed Lot, telling

him to take his wife and two remaining daughters and get out quickly. He

delayed, so they grabbed them, dragged them out and put them outside the

town, with instructions.

‘Flee for your life, do not look back, do not stop for a moment in the

Basin, and escape to the hills.’

Lot asked a favour. ‘You have done me a great turn in saving my life,

1. Something like tear gas.

2. Not ‘the door’, a mistranslation.

2



but if I go up into the hills there is danger and I may die. Let me go to

this small town nearby instead, and live.’

‘Alright, for your sake I will not destroy this small town.’

The town was Zoar, fifth of the five towns of the Basin mentioned in

the Battle of the Dead Sea. Lot arrived there with his daughters at or

about sunrise, but on the way his wife looked back, and she became a

pillar of salt, that is to say she became covered in salt from head to foot

and was smothered inside. Where the salt came from we will explain in

a moment. For not going immediately and instead arguing with the angels,

Lot did not deserve to be saved, but we are told that he was saved not

through his own goodness but because his uncle Abraham prayed for him.

The other four towns, Sodom, Gomorra, Admah and Zeboiim, were

overthrowm as we are about to describe. Seeing this, Lot was afraid to

stay in Zoar and went up with his daughters into the hills to the east,

south of Gilead, where he was told to go in the first place, and where we

will leave them meanwhile.
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The destruction was tremendous. The whole area around the Dead Sea

is full of mineral deposits, especially sulphur (called brimstone) and salt.

The area is also liable to earthquakes, but what happened was probably an

explosion of underground gases, with an effect similar to the eruption of

a volcano. The explosion need not all have been nearby – brimstone and

salt thrown high into the sky could have come down miles from where

they went up. The four towns were overthrown, and minerals perhaps

from further south flew up into the air and came down. Fire, salt and

brimstone rained down from the sky, from God. The whole region was

covered and made infertile from then on. Nothing could be grown there.

Next morning Abraham went to the hill where he had left the angel and

had a look, and all he could see was smoke rising everywhere.

We often wonder how two men could have started all this. Their task

was not just to rescue Lot, that was incidental, but to destroy the town

(and its neighbours). Possibly they ignited something that set of an

explosion of underground gas. One explosion often sets off another, until

there is a whole series of explosions that destroy everything, as for

instance when a small bomb falls on an ammunition dump.

The event must have been an amazing sight, something like a

magnificent fireworks display, on an infinitely greater scale. If Lot’s wife

looked back she must have been transfixed. She could not move or take

her eyes off the sight, until the ‘rain’ came overhead, it was too late to

escape, and she became covered from head to foot with salt and

suffocated. She had been warned and took no notice, suffering the

automatic punishment of disobedience.
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