
Story Number 9

TO EGYPT AND BACK

Some years after Abram’s arrival in Canaan – we are not told how

many – the rain did not come, so there was a drought. Crops did not grow,

there was no food for people or animals to eat, and as a result there was

a severe famine in the country. Abram decided to take his wife Sarai and

his nephew Lot to Egypt, where there was food for both people and

animals. Canaan relies mainly on rain, and to a lesser extent on dew, for

things to grow, whereas Egypt relies on the overflowing of the banks of

the Nile. This in turn depends on rain, but much further south in central

Africa, so although later Joseph’s famine affected Canaan, Egypt and all

surrounding countries at the same time, this was not usually the case.

Sarai, despite her age, was a very beautiful woman. She was ten years

younger than Abram, as we are told later, so that on leaving Harran she

was already sixty-five, yet Abram was afraid that the Egyptians might

fancy her and kill him so as to take her. Standards in that part of the

world were different to today. There were those who would shrink from

adultery, but would not shrink from murder. So he arranged with her that

she was to be his ‘sister’.

His fears were justified. The Egyptians saw her, praised her to Pharaoh,

and took her to him. Pharaoh was very generous in turn to her ‘brother’

and loaded Abram with wealth – sheep and cattle, donkeys and camels,

and male and female slaves. But God plagued Pharaoh and his household

until he realised what had happened. He summoned Abram and

complained ‘Why did you say she was your sister, so that I took her as a

wife? Take your wife and get out of here!’ He then sent his servants to

make sure that Abram left with whatever he had.

––––––––
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Abram left Egypt with his wife, possessed of a large amount of silver,

gold and livestock. Lot, who travelled with him, also had lots of tents and

livestock.

Note how the family relationship had changed a bit. When Terah left

Ur, he was the head of the family, and Abram and Lot were part of his

family. When Abram left Harran, he was the head of his family, and Lot

was a part. Now, however, Lot was no longer a part of Abram’s family,

but travelled together with him. He was independent, but they were

associates and travelled together.

They travelled northwards, through the Negev and back to the place

between Bethel and The Ai, where Abram had earlier built his altar, and

he again preached there.

Wealth often brings discord and is not necessarily an unbridled

blessing. The land was not big enough for both of them – in the same way

that no kitchen, however large, is big enough for two women. Arguments

and quarrels began between Abram’s shepherds and those of Lot, each of

the two siding with his own shepherds in the arguments. The situation was

unpleasant, and Abram gave the matter some serious thought.

He looked around him, and noticed that the local inhabitants in the area

of Bethel-Shechem (later known as Mount Ephraim) at the time were the

Canaanites and the Perizites. 1 We remember that when Abram arrived

in the country some years earlier it was the Canaanites who were there,

and now there were the Canaanites and the Perizites. When he arrived he

had brought one family, with Lot as a part, and now they were two

families, his own and Lot’s; likewise, the local inhabitants had all been

part of one family, but now there were two.

[Now we see why we were told earlier that when Abram first arrived

the Canaanites were there at that time. It was so that we may note that

this time there were Canaanites and Perizites, and note the contrast.]

1. So too in the same area later in the time of Jacob – Gen. 34:30.
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Of course, the nomads (Abram and Lot) and the inhabitants did not

interfere with one another. Nomads, as long as they behaved themselves

and did not trouble the locals, were welcome. They would bring trade,

buying up excess produce and selling imported articles, foods and

materials. But Abram noted the parallel with his own entourage. The entry

of the Perizites had apparently, quite naturally, led to quarrels and

arguments with the Canaanites over land, and Abram did not want to

follow their example in behaviour.

He turned to Lot, and said: ‘Let us not quarrel, you and I, your

shepherds and my shepherds, because we (unlike the Canaanites and

Perizites) are brothers. The best thing is for us to separate. If you go left,

I will go right, and if you go right I will go left. You choose.’

Lot looked around and saw, below and to the east across the Jordan, the

‘Jordan Basin’, an area to the north-east of the Dead Sea. This included

the towns of Sodom and Gomorra, before they were destroyed. The

country was irrigated by the Jordan, just as Egypt is irrigated by the Nile,

and was full of growth, ideal for livestock. So they separated, Abram

stayed in Canaan (a country that extended as far as the Jordan), while Lot

moved eastwards across the Jordan to the Basin (which was not part of

Canaan), and encamped near Sodom, a town whose inhabitants were

proverbially wicked. 2 The Jordan acted as a border between Abram and

Lot.

After the separation, God had told Abram to look in all directions and

see the country, which would all be given to his descendants, who in turn

would be as numerous as the grains of dust of the earth. ‘Travel the

length and breadth of the land, because I am giving it all to you.’ Abram

eventually came to Hebron, and built an altar there.

2. Sodom was NOT south-west of the Dead Sea as they claim today, but north-
east. Here is not the place to discuss all the evidence.
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