
Story Number 6

THE TOWER OF BABEL

This story is very short, but interesting.

When God created Adam and Eve he told them to have lots of children,

fill the world and conquer it. Not that two people can spread out and fill

the world, but that their descendents should.

After the flood, there were only Noah and his sons (and their wives)

left, and they started off where the Ark landed, in Ararat, somewhere in

Turkey or Armenia. There they lived for a few generations, until there

was a large population. These started to travel eastwards 1 and came to

Sumeria (today southern Irak). There they started to build a town with a

very high tower block, reaching up to the sky. There were no stones there,

they used bricks and for cement they used asphalt. The idea was so that

they could all live there together in one building, otherwise they might be

spread all over the world. But God did not want this, he wanted people to

spread out and fill the world!

What did he do? As they were all one people, speaking one language,

he confused them so that they all started to speak different languages.

They could not understand each other, so they could not work together,

they stopped building, and God scattered them all over the world.

The people started to speak what we call a babel of tongues, so the

town where all this started was called Babylon. A few of the people

stayed there, and some stayed nearby. It was in nearby Ur that some

generations later Abram (later called Abraham) was born, and we will

hear a lot about him in the stories.

1. Hebrew ¼1 J' J́ H2 means ‘to the east’ or eastwards, not from the east.
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