
Story Number 5

AFTER THE FLOOD

This is a continuation of the last story.

Noah and his family left the Ark, along with the animals and birds.

Wishing to express his thanks to God for saving him, Noah built an altar

and took from each of the ‘fit’ animals and birds (those of which fourteen

entered the Ark, not just two) and offered them up as sacrifices. 1

God smelled the aroma, but was not pleased. He had asked Noah to

take all these birds and animals into the Ark to keep them alive, to

preserve them, and here Noah had taken some and killed them! He had

‘meant well’ – as we say, ‘The road to Hell is paved with good

intentions’. After God had destroyed all the wicked people and left Noah

as the good one, this is what Noah had done!

God took pity on his creatures. ‘I will no longer curse the ground on

account of man, nor will I attack them all together as I have just done. I

see that man has a wicked instinct built in from his early years.’ In other

words, even Noah had a bit of bad in him. So it was necessary to make

some compromises. From now on the extremes will not cease – there will

be a season of sowing and one of reaping, hot and cold, summer and

winter, day and night. He blessed Noah and his sons, that they should

have many children and fill the world.

And the compromise – he now allowed them to eat meat. Before the

flood, the law had been as with Adam, that man was allowed to eat only

plants and fruit. Now they could eat the flesh of animals, birds and fish

1. There are two types of animal offerings. There is the zevach of which part
goes to God while the meat is eaten by whoever brings it, and the olah where the
whole lot goes to God. These were all of the second kind (contrast 1Sam. 15:21).
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– but with a condition: the creature must first be dead. They may not take

part of a creature and eat it, leaving the thing alive with a bit missing.

This was the concession, but they were not to shed human blood, to kill

any person.

Then came the covenant, the promise and undertaking. There would

never again be a flood to destroy all living creatures, and as a sign of this

promise there would be the rainbow. When it rains (if there is also some

sun) the rainbow reminds us of God’s promise, that the rain will stop

before all creatures are drowned as happened in Noah’s time.

A covenant is an undertaking that expects something else in return.

What is expected of Noah’s descendants? That they should behave

themselves properly and not be wicked. The covenant means that if they

do not, they will be punished, but not by a flood to wipe them all out.

After this, Noah planted a vineyard, and from the grapes he made wine.

One day he drank a bit too much and became drunk. He undressed in his

tent and lay there drunk and naked. One of his sons, Ham, saw him naked

and ran out and told his two brothers, Shem and Japhet. Hearing this,

these two took a sheet, and holding it open walked backwards into the tent

and dropped it over their father to cover him, so that they should not see

his nakedness. When he woke up, Noah discovered what had happened

and blessed his two sons Shem and Japhet (and their descendants), but

cursed Ham and his son Canaan (and his descendants).

In course of time, all three sons had children who became nations and

spread all over the world. That took hundreds of years.
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