
Story Number 4

NOAH’S FLOOD

God created man and woman, but after several generations their

descendants became bad and corrupt. Men took other men’s wives, and

God said that perhaps it was because they lived too long. In those days

men lived for several hundred years. So he cut down their lives, that from

now on they would only live for a hundred and twenty years; but that did

not help very much. People only thought of bad things and wickedness all

day long, they were wicked to each other, and there was no-one to turn to

for justice. 1 Not only that, but in some way people had even corrupted

the animals and birds. God was very upset and began to feel sorry that he

had ever created men and women. He at first said that he would destroy

all the living things that he had created, but then found an exception, one

man who was really good, behaved the way God wanted people to behave,

and his name was Noah. So he modified his plan, and said that he would

save Noah and his wife, his three sons and their wives, and not destroy all

that lived.

He decided that the best way was to send a flood. This would not

destroy vegetation, which survives under water. It would not destroy the

fish which live in the water, and it would not destroy the insects and

worms which either survive in water or lay eggs that do. But he had a way

to save Noah and his family, and to save the animals and birds from total

extinction. How?

God told Noah to build a very large ‘box’, the size of a big ship, which

we call the Ark. This would be waterproofed, so that when the flood came

it would float on the water like a ship. Noah would live there during the

1. ‘Nobody to turn to for justice’ is the meaning of Hebrew ¼5 L2L+.
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flood, with his family and a lot of animals and birds.

First God told him to make the Ark. It was made of Gopher wood,

coated with pitch inside and outside, to be fully waterproof so that the

water would not get inside and sink it.

The Ark was to be three hundred cubits (nearly six hundred feet) long,

fifty cubits (about ninety feet) wide, and thirty cubits (nearly sixty feet)

high. Enormous! Try to picture it.

It would be three storeys high, with rooms inside, a sloping roof, some

sort of light, a window on top, and a door at the side. The door had to be

a very big one, so that the elephants and the rhinoceroses could get in and

out! And Noah was to take a large stock of food inside it, enough for a

very long time.

Noah had to build all this with only his three sons to help him, and no

modern machinery. Everything had to be done by hand. It took him a very

long time, but he was given enough time. The flood would not come

before he finished it.

Then the animals and birds. There were ‘fit’ ones and ‘unfit’ ones. We

know that very much later in the time of Moses some animals and birds

were ‘fit’ for Jews to eat, and others were not. But this applied only to

Jews, and anyway before the flood nobody was allowed to eat animals or

birds or any other living thing, only plants and fruit. And after the flood

they were allowed to eat any they wished. So what is meant by ‘fit’ and

‘unfit’ here? We do not know, only that Noah was to take with him in the

Ark two of each type of ‘unfit’ animals, one male and one female, and

fourteen of each type of ‘fit’ ones, seven males and seven females; and

fourteen of each type of birds, seven males and seven females. This was

to preserve them alive, that they should not die out. But he did not have

to look for them and catch them. They came to him themselves, in pairs

‘man and wife’, and he just took them into the Ark.

For himself and his family, and for all these animals and birds, he had

to take in enough food for about a year! Try to imagine this.
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Finally when the Ark was ready he was given seven days’ notice of the

start of the flood, before which he had to go into the Ark and take his

family and all the animals and food inside. Then God closed the door for

him from the outside.

After the seven days’ warning the flood started. It was twofold. First

the rain, which lasted forty days and forty nights non-stop! Then at the

same time there was an inundation, that is to say water from under the

ground rose up and broke through, so that the ground was flooded from

both above and below. The water level rose to fifteen cubits, nearly thirty

feet, above ground level and above the highest mountains. All the people

and all the animals and birds in the world were drowned, all died. Only

the fish, worms, insects and vegetation survived, apart from whoever and

whatever was with Noah inside the Ark. Noah had pleased God with his

good behaviour, and God in turn saved him when all else was destroyed.

Even when the rain stopped, after forty days and forty nights (nearly

six weeks) non-stop, the earth was saturated and could not absorb any

more water, so it stayed high for a hundred and fifty days (five months).

Then God took pity on Noah, who was stuck in the Ark, and sent a strong

wind to slowly drive away the water. The rain had stopped, the inundation

stopped, and the water level gradually began to sink down slowly.

The rain had started on the seventeenth of the second month of the six-

hundredth year of Noah’s life. On the seventeenth of the seventh month

the Ark came to rest on one of the mountains of Ararat. This was

somewhere in Turkey or Armenia. A lot of people claim to have found the

exact place, but all are different, so we do not know exactly where. The

water continued to go down slowly, and on the first of the tenth month the

tops of the mountains became visible.

Noah waited forty days, and then opened the window. He could not see

any land, and he wanted to know if the ground was dry yet, so he released
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one of the ravens, because ravens like to strut along on the ground. But

the bird kept coming back every day until the ground was dry.

Meanwhile a few days after he first released the raven he released the

pigeon (or dove), which also likes to walk on the ground (other birds only

hop) and it too came back, as it could not find anywhere to rest its foot.

So he stretched out his hand and took it back inside, waited a week, and

then released it again. This time it came back in the evening with an olive

leaf in its beak, showing that the water had subsided. Noah waited another

week and released it again, but this time it never came back.

It was on the first of the first month of the 601th year of Noah’s life

that the land became sort of dry 2, that is to say it was no longer covered

with water but was still soaking wet, all mud. Noah lifted off the roof of

the Ark and saw this. Over six weeks later, on the seventeenth of the

second month, exactly one year to the day after the rain had started, the

land was actually dry 3.

God then told Noah that he could leave the Ark, with his family and all

the birds and animals. He also blessed Noah and made a covenant with

him: a covenant is roughly a promise, an undertaking made by one side

to the other, hoping for or expecting something in return 4. What Noah

did when he left the Ark, what the blessing was, what the covenant was

and what was expected in return, we will leave till next time.

2. Hebrew ¼% I< L+.

3. Hebrew ¼̧ I%L-.
4. A covenant is not the same as a contract, where undertakings on both sides are
specified and agreed simultaneously as terms and conditions of the contract. A
covenant is one-sided, in expectation of something in return. The same Hebrew
word ¼>¼-V< Dx is used for both, and only the context shows which is meant. A fuller
explanation appears when we discuss the story of the covenant with Abraham.
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