
Story Number 2

THE GARDEN OF EDEN

Before God first created man he created a beautiful garden with lots of

fruit trees, called the Garden of Eden. Somehow it managed to look after

itself, but not very well. It really needed someone to look after it properly.

So God created man, called him Adam, and put him in the Garden to work

it and look after it, telling him that he could eat the fruit of any of the

trees except one called the Tree of Discovery 1 of Good and Bad 2. If

he ate its fruit he would die.

Adam was alone in the world. He needed a partner, and none of the

animals was suitable, so God put him to sleep and while he was asleep

took one of his ribs 3 which he replaced with flesh. From this he made

the first woman, whom Adam called Eve. Adam told Eve about the trees.

Both Adam and Eve were naked, like the animals, and not ashamed.

The snake was the most cunning of all the animals. He liked to stir up

trouble. So he turned to Eve and said ‘I understand that God told you not

to eat the fruit of any of the trees.’

‘Not so’, said Eve, ‘We are allowed to eat the fruit of any of the trees

except one, the Tree of Discovery. God told us not to eat its fruit and not

even to touch the tree, otherwise we will die.’

‘You will not die’ said the snake. ‘God knows that if you eat the fruit

you will be like him, knowing good and bad.’

Eve looked at the tree, and was tempted. The fruit looked good, so she

1. The verb does not mean to know, but to get to know, to discover.

2. Let us forget that awful word with which King James was obsessed.

3. There is a lot of controversy as to whether it was a rib or something else, but
that is too complicated to enter into here.
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took one and ate it, and gave one to Adam who also ate it. Suddenly both

of them understood good and bad; they realised that they were naked and

felt ashamed. So they took some fig leaves and sewed them together and

made girdles. 4

Suddenly they felt the presence of God as if walking in the Garden, and

hid themselves among the trees.

God called out ‘Adam, where are you?’

He replied ‘I heard your voice and was afraid, and hid myself because

I am naked.’

‘Who told you that you are naked?’ asked God. ‘Have you eaten fruit

from the tree that I told you not to eat from?’

Adam passed the blame. ‘The woman that you brought to me gave me

and I ate.’

God turned to Eve. ‘What is this you have done?’

Eve too passed the blame. ‘The snake tempted me and I ate.’

So who was to blame? Answer, all three.

First God turned to the snake and cursed him. ‘From now on you will

walk on your stomach and eat the dust of the earth. What is more, I will

make you and the woman, her children and yours, hate each other. They

will bang you on the head and you will bite them on the heel.’

Next God turned to Eve. ‘I will greatly increase the pains you suffer,

especially when you are pregnant and when you give birth. Also, you will

be dependent on your husband and he will rule over you.’

Finally God turned to Adam. ‘Because you listened to your wife and

ate from the tree that I told you not to, the ground is cursed. You will eat

the grass of the land, but when you work it it will produce thorns and

weeds, and you will eat bread by the sweat of your brow, until the day

4. Skirts?
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you die, when you will return to the earth, because you are dust and will

return to dust.’

Adam could still eat fruit, but it would not be enough. He would have

to work very hard to till the ground to produce corn from which he could

make bread to eat, in order to live. And from his hard work the ground

would produce mostly weeds which he would have to remove before he

could reap the corn.

But that was not all. There was another tree in the Garden, called the

Tree of Life, and if he ate its fruit he would live and not die. So God sent

angels to guard the way to the Tree of Life and threw Adam out of the

Garden to work the ground from which he was taken.

However in one thing God took pity on Adam and Eve. He made them

clothes to cover their skin 5, and clothed them.

Of course when he was first put in the Garden Adam had work to do,

looking after the trees and protecting them; he was not meant to sit around

and do nothing, but it was easy work. Now life would become very hard.

5. ‘Clothes of leather’ is a possible translation, but less likely.
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